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CHURCH HISTORY
• The pattern of two 
conferences a year was 
established by the time 
Church members started 
arriving in Nauvoo.

DESERET NEWS -1850
• The first full report of any 
conference address was 
published in the Deseret 
News on April 6, 1850.

APRIL 6, 1889
• The Relief Society held its first annual 
conference in the Assembly Hall in Salt 
Lake on April 6, 1889.

MEMBERSHIP
• In the Salt Lake Valley, Church 
membership soon outgrew any one 
venue, and it became important 
for Church leaders to communicate 
with those who couldn’t travel 
to the Tabernacle. Notes and 
summaries from early conferences 
are found in Church minutes and  
publications like the Millennial Star 
and Times and Seasons.

TIMELINE: HISTORY  OF  HOW THE  CHUR CH  HAS  R EL AYED  GENER AL  CONFERENCE

MARCH 8, 1831
• Conferences were 
called by the First 
Presidency as needed, 
as revealed to Joseph 
Smith in Kirtland, 
Ohio, March 8, 1831: 
“It always has been 
given to the elders of 
my church from the 
beginning, and ever 
shall be, to conduct 
all meetings as they 
are directed and 
guided by the Holy 
Spirit” (Doctrine and 
Covenants 46:2).

FIRST CONFERENCE
• The first conference was held at the Peter 
Whitmer home in Fayette, Seneca County, New 
York, with close to 30 members in attendance.

Joseph Smith, in this painting by Robert T. Barrett, conducts the meeting where the 
Church was organized with six original members. The gathering was held in the log 
farm home of Peter Whitmer Sr. in Fayette, N.Y.
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APRIL 1880
• The 50th annual 
conference in 
April 1880 became 
the earliest 
official Church-
produced report of 
conference.

Salt Lake Tabernacle, 1870
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FILMED 1917

• The earliest moving image of general conference was filmed by pioneering 
Latter-day Saint filmmakers, the Clawson brothers, in about 1917. 
Views included crowds on Temple Square going into the Tabernacle for 
conference and a brief interior view of conference in the Tabernacle.

• Source: history.churchofjesuschrist.org/blog/general-conference-carried-by-some-miraculous-power

General Conference 
Research Guide

The Church History Library created a 
General Conference Research Guide to 

help individuals research and understand 
what sessions and addresses are 

available and the limitations of recording 
technology through the years. It also 

contains additional library collections 
relevant to a study of conference and 

historic photographs.
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Interior of the Salt Lake 
Tabernacle for conference, 
October 1897.

OCTOBER 1897
• The Church began to 
consistently produce 
reports on general 
conference in October 
1897.

The First Presidency of the 
Church in April 1942. From 
left, President J. Reuben 
Clark, Church President Heber 
J. Grant and President David 
O. McKay.
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OCT. 3, 1924

• Shortly after President Russell M. Nelson was 
born, general conference was broadcast by radio 
for the first time on Oct. 3, 1924. President Heber 
J. Grant opened conference  by saying,“To have 
the voice carried for thousands of miles seems 
almost beyond comprehension.”

SOUND 1936

• The earliest-dated sound recording of conference 
is April 5, 1936. Speakers included the First 
Presidency, President Heber J. Grant and his 
counselors, President David O. McKay and 
President J. Reuben Clark.

Ut
ah

 S
ta

te
 H

is
to

ric
al

 S
oc

ie
ty

President George Albert Smith addressing a radio 
audience on a Salt Lake City street, May 10, 1937.

RECORDED 1938

• Conference sessions were more 
consistently recorded beginning in 
1938, but evolving technology left 
some gaps in audio until the 1950s.

IMAGES WITH SOUND 1949

• The earliest moving images with 
sound were made in Kinescope (a 
film recording of a TV broadcast) of 
President George Albert Smith on 
Sept. 30, 1949, at the first session 
of the 120th Semiannual General 
Conference.

• In 1971, conference reports began 
to be regularly printed in the May 
and November issues. Talks since 
1971 are also published and archived 
online at ChurchofJesusChrist.org.

ENSIGN 1942

• The Church began to publish 
conference talks in Church 
publications in 1942 in the 
Improvement Era (the predecessor 
to the Ensign magazine).
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President Heber J. Grant gives a speech on 
KNZ radio, circa 1922.

COVID-19
Due to concerns with the 
global spread of illness 

caused by COVID-19, the 
public will not be admitted to 
the Conference Center in Salt 

Lake City and proceedings 
will not be broadcast to 
meetinghouses or stake 

centers where the spread 
of COVID-19 is of concern. 

However, Church members 
will still have unprecedented 

access to the proceedings 
through digital technology.

General 
conference 

today:
Church members can watch or 
listen live to each of the general 
conference sessions via:

  • Online
  • Mobile apps
  • TV
  • Radio
  • Smartspeakers
Text, audio, video and music 
from general conference 
is also available following 
conference sessions.
Text availability:
Gospel Library App — 3 days
ChurchofJesusChrist.org
 — 3 days
Ensign magazine — 4 weeks
Liahona magazine — 4 weeks
Audio availability:
Gospel Library App — 3 days
ChurchofJesusChrist.org
 — 1 day
iTunes — 2 days
Audio CDs — 6 weeks
Video availability:
Gospel Library App — 3 days
ChurchofJesusChrist.org 
— 1 day
General Conference YouTube 
— 1 day
iTunes — 2 days
DVDs — 6 weeks
Music availability:
ChurchofJesusChrist.org
 — 1 day
General Conference YouTube 
— 1 day
iTunes — 2 days
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Joseph Smith, in this painting by Robert T. Barrett, conducts the meeting where the 
Church was organized with six original members. The gathering was held in the log 
farm home of Peter Whitmer Sr. in Fayette, N.Y.

FILMED 1917

• The earliest moving image of general conference was filmed by pioneering 
Latter-day Saint filmmakers, the Clawson brothers, in about 1917. 
Views included crowds on Temple Square going into the Tabernacle for 
conference and a brief interior view of conference in the Tabernacle.
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